About the Accountability Partnership Pledge and why it matters
As we look toward the first municipal vote since COVID, climate emergencies, and inflation we haven’t
seen in decades, it’s time to reflect on what’s important to our families, and what makes a truly livable
community. Because the mission of the people we elect to represent us for the next four years comes at
a time when serious leadership is needed to help a concerned community navigate uncharted waters,
and for some issues, time is truly of the essence.
Over the past 15 years, Sooke and the West Shore have seen significant development. The population
has more than doubled, with thousands of new homes built, and along with them new businesses,
schools, and other amenities.
But some critical public infrastructure has not kept pace with this historic growth and change. It’s left
children, youth, families, and seniors struggling to find programs and services to support a region that
has more children 15 years of age or younger than anywhere else in BC, a healthcare crisis where
about 50% of the population is without a family doctor, and a greying demographic looking to stay close
to their loved ones as they age and require higher levels of care. Every election is an opportunity to look
to the future with a renewed intention and commitment to address the challenges that we are facing in
this rapidly growing region. For citizens to thrive, they need those important supports.
The power of grassroots elected officials and candidates is significant, and so is a pledge for their
commitment to work together with the people of their community to ensure that important
community health and social planning policies are reflected in their Official Community Plans
(the central bylaw that guides the evolution of each municipality in terms of its planning and land use;
the compass for its sustainability and resilience).
So, for those candidates who wish to find a more holistic way forward, we invite you to pledge your
support for a vibrant community.
If you’re a candidate:
Please sign your Pledge in front of a community witness, then chronicle the event with a photo and
celebratory post on your social media channel(s). Then send a scanned copy of the signed/witnessed
doc to cindy@healthywestshore.ca. Candidates who sign the pledge will be celebrated through social
and mainstream media ahead of the election.
If you’re an interested voter who would like to ask a candidate to sign the pledge:
Download the Pledge from the HealthyWestShore website, and get out there and ask your municipal
candidate(s) if they would be willing to sign. And if they don’t want to, that’s cool. Ask them why not?
At least you’ll start a conversation that will inform your election choices. The link will also get you to
detail on the Get Out the Vote campaign to increase voter turnout, particularly among younger voters
who have the most to lose if things don’t change.

